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grandfather should be preferred to females; but would not extend that privilege to males tlcrivinjr their descent from a higher source. I, on the other hand, had a zealous partiality for heirs male, however remote, which 1 maintained by arguments which appeared to me to have considerable weight1. And in the particular ease of our family, I apprehended that we were under an implied obligation, in honour and ^ood faith, to transmit the estate by the same tenure which we held it, which was as heirs male, excluding nearer females.
! AH first, the opinion of some distinguished naturalists, that our species is transmitted through mules only, the female being all along no more than a nMut, or nurse, as Mother Kurlh is to plants of every sort; which nut ion seems to lie confirmed by that text of scripture, 1 He was yet /// the /!'///.v «////v I-ATHKK when Melehisedeek met him ' (Ileb. vii. loi; and nmHequeully, that a man's grandson by a daughter, instead of being his .w/v.v/ deseendant as is vulgarly .said, has in reality n« connection whatever with his blood,- And secondly, independent of this theory, (which, if true, should completely exclude heirs general,) that if the preference of a mule to a female, without regard to primogeniiwe, (as a stm, though much younger, nay, even a grandson by a sou, to a daughter,) lie once admitted, as it universally is, it. nwa f»e equally reasonable and proper in the most remote degree of de-scent (tow an original proprietor of an estate', as in the nearest ; because, however distant, from the representative; at the time. Unit remote heir male, upon the failure of those; nearer to the fi/vi;inul//r •//•/••7.•>' than he in, becomes in fact the nearest male, to hitnt and is, therefore, preferable us ///',? representative, to a female descendant. A little exteunion of mind will enable us easily to perceive that u ,Hi»n'"» nun, in continuation to whatever length of time, is preferable, to a wmVi daughter, in the succession to an ancient inheritance; in which regard should be had to the representation of the original proprietor, and not to that of one of his descendants,
I am aware of Hlackstonr'n admirable demonstration of the reasonableness of the legal Muression, upon the principle of there being the greatest probability that the nearest heir of the person who last dies proprietor of an eMitte. is of the blood of the first purchaser. Hut supposing si pedigree to be carefully authenticated through all its bruwhes, instead *>f mere pn^itfatiiy there will be a certainly that thf nt*rf\t Iff If Mtt/t'.ti/ it'Jnttri't-r j>tr/t><ft has the name right of blood with the lu'.Hl heir mule, namely, thf original purchaser's ddtst son. BOSWKU,.
I therefore,hmun that, likely eiti»ii],;h. „*% hr \V,M mt LnntiMn, |»- WMH!*| n^i .ilirt his jwmuw'uuion i«» hint fir. l-,,\* <-l!rm \\ r.ir.    In }'j«--4lrv'-* tt\"i-,.v »nn«i jnu-;i U-nourished.' Lt'ttrr* tf /I'«M?<r//; pp. tv| 5,
